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Laer volumes lei tot beter pryse

Was laer steenvruguitvoervolumes die afgelope seisoen ’n bedekte seën? Hortgro gesels met drie

bedryfskenners oor hulle perspektief. Lees meer hier. 

Ceres Fruit Growers celebrating a centuryof success 

Congratulations to Ceres Fruit Growers for recently celebrating a 100 years in the industry. Here is to another

100 years!

The Pro-Hort Ecophysiology Platform

Growers face the challenges of having to decide the best cultivars for a site and how to best manage their

trees. Answering these questions requires an understanding of ecophysiology, the interactions between trees

and their environment, that we often lack. Read more here. 

The symbiotic relationship between Hortgro and PALS

On 19 August 2014, a group of 19 fruit farmers decided to launch a regional initiative for inclusive agricultural

growth, job creation and improved social harmony in line with the National Development Plan. This was to

become Partners in Agri Land Solutions, PALS. Read more here. 

The fab four that pack a punch

The A&B Williams fruit packaging and transport business is owned and operated by four people. The two

Williams brothers, Anges and Bevin, and their wives, Natalie and Danielle. The business has been active in the

industry for 24 years, mainly handling apples and pears. Read more here. 

Hortgro to the rescue! 

In times of uncertainty, a passion for agriculture and a little bit of help has given Engela Punt, the opportunity

to study in the field she loves, AgriSciences. Read more here. 

 WATCH: Taking a sample to identify polyphagous shot-hole borer  

 

Measuring starch breakdown is the key to high FLASH GALA ™ packouts

Picking at 25% starch breakdown will produce the highest number of marketable FLASH GALA ™ apples. Read

more here. 

Stettyn sets example by up-skilling opportunities for staff

Hendrik and Wena Botha who are farming Stettyn Vineyards and apple and pear growers are paying-it-

forward by providing education and up-skilling opportunities for staff. Read more here. 

Hortgro Science 2023 Research Showcase & Postharvest Symposium 

The Research Showcase and Postharvest Symposium is a three-day knowledge packed event featuring some

of the most innovative and necessary research within the industry. 

 

What you will gain from the Hortgro Research Showcase: 

Learn the newest research in 5 minutes

More than 80 short presentations

Get to see how the levy is used for research

Growth your knowledge economy 

Provides a platform for researchers and students to interact directly with the industry

Get introduced to lesser-known researchers and up-and-coming 

students who represent the next generation of researchers and technical advisers

Learn where Hortgro's focus lies

 

For more information regarding the showcase and symposium visit Hortgro Events

Register by 30 May 2023, late registrations will not be accepted. 

Applications for the Hortgro Bursary are open! 

Hortgro takes responsibility toward the broader agricultural sector and helps deciduous fruit growers to

produce, market and sell high-quality produce. 

 

The industry is ever-changing, creating new opportunities in many disciplines that are integral to the

agricultural industry. View the Hortgro Bursary brochure to see the wide spectrum of career choices offered

to you. 

 

To apply for a Hortgro Bursary visit our website and fill in the online application. 

Western Cape Prestige Agri Awards 2023 - Regional competitions

The first leg of the The Prestige Agri Awards 2023 competition is open. Visit the Western Cape Prestige Agri

Awards - Western Cape Department of Agriculture (elsenburg.com) website to find out more information. 

 

→ INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Stone fruit postharvest app. 

 

E-mail info@hortgro.co.za for more information. 

→ HORTGRO PUBLICATIONS

Key Deciduous Fruit Statistics

 

Hortgro Stone: June Timely Hints/Junie Tydige Wenke

 

Fresh Notes: 205 PAG Feedback March 2023

 

Fruit South Africa Transformation Summary

 

New Roots: Volume 1 | April 2023

→ HORTGRO YOUTUBE

Vind ons videobiblioteek vol bedryfsinligting hier. 

 

PLUS: 36 Boordopleiding video's nou beskikbaar in AFRIKAANS, XHOSA en ENGELS 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S DESK

Resilience and being Resilient - Veerkragtigheid en Veerkrag

 

Being resilient is currently being bandied about by all and sundry relating to all sorts of topics and issues

ranging from being paraat and looking after ourselves relating to electricity, safety, education, health, etc. As

South Africans we are an incredibly resilient lot and for me it remains a mystery as to how quickly we can joke

about the most serious of issues and continue to see the proverbial goue randjie in the darkest cloud.

 

In my studentedae het ek hier en daar vir die koshuis se eerste span rugby gespeel. Nooit regtig 'n bedreiging

vir Hempies en Hennie en doerietyd se Springbokke nie, maar vir 'n voorry (loskop, vir vaskop was ek te lig in

die broek) of soms selfs slot met veerkrag in die lynstane, het ek my kant gebring. Dit was in die dae voordat

spelers in die lynstaan opgetel kon word soos dit vandag is, of voorrye saggies moes engage en set soos

vandag.

 

Terloops, in my dae het ek 'n pull away gehad wat vir niks geskrik het nie. Oor ag tot tien treë het ek senters

na lug laat gryp - Touchies was my kos! (Wel in die proses 'n paar hammies getrek, maar soos hulle sê,

moenie dat feite 'n mooi storie opneuk nie).

 

Hoe kom dié kloutjie by die resilience oor? Dalk my naiewiteit, dat daai tipe fisiese veerkrag en vermoë om

fisies binne ’n bepaalde konteks te kon inpas, aanpas en ’n relevante rol te speel tekenend van alles in ons
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lewens is. Om ’n verskil te kan maak en die kollektief te verbeter. Om bloot aan te hou en planne nie te laat

opraak nie.

 

Since then, that bubble has spectacularly burst on many occasions, but with sheer hard work and persistence

we overcome everything. Periodical down turns as we currently experience as a country and as a sector is a

given. We have however proven that time and time again, we work through those challenges and come out on

the other side stronger, fitter, and yes, more resilient for the next challenge.

 

Some of these challenges are new, and has have possibly not been as serious, complex and on virtually all

fronts of commerce and our daily lives as we currently experience. However, we cannot just accept that others

will deal with it. We need to find solutions and the energy to respond and deal with it ourselves.

 

We should not get despondent. In my view our industry outlook is already better than what we expected six

months ago. Yes, the weather has hammered certain areas, ports and logistics remain highly problematic,

input costs keep on rising, inflation and interest rates remain high, but I for one, do foresee us being on the

brink of a structural adjustment in global trade. It is overdue, but it will happen.

 

Daar is dalk nog diegene wat net die donker wolke sien. Daar is beslis ook diegene wat geleenthede in die

situasie sien en wat fikser, sterker, meer aanpasbaar en meer veerkragtig hieruit gaan kom in ’n bedryf wat

anders gaan lyk en steeds anders gaan doen. Dit maak my opgewonde en trots om deel van ’n fantastiese

bedryfsgemeenskap te wees.

 

Tot volgende keer.

Anton

 

Do not judge me by my success, judge me by how many times I fell and got back up again – Nelson

Mandela

 

If you’re going through hell, keep going – Winston Churchill
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