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The recently announced 21 Day COVID-19 Lockdown Regulations has understandably created much
anxiety within the agriculture sector.

| do howeverwantto assure farmersand farmworkers thatinterms of Regulation No. 398 of the
Disaster ManagementAct, 2002, the sector, beingresponsible forfood security, has been declared
as essential.

This declaration reemphasises that the entire food value chain, from farm-related operations, agro-
processing and food manufacturing, logistics and related services, wholesale and retail services, and
all support functions that ensure efficient delivery of the agro-food system have to be functionalto
ensure thatthereis access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food.

The safety of our farmers and farmworkers on and off work is very important to us.

We have to ensure that critical agricultural production activities such as harvesting continue
uninterrupted —thisis done under strict prescripts as provided forin Regulation No. 398 of the
Disaster Management Act, 2002 and Department of Health COVID-19 hygiene protocol. General
hygiene measures must therefore be strengthened.

National Government will continue to facilitate the export of strategicagricultural commodities to
ensure safe and smooth trade during this period. Relatingtocitrus, an agreement has beenreached
with Japan for alternative measures that would ensure uninterrupted trade for the 2020 citrus
exportseason.

Enoughfoodis available at ourfood distribution and logistics will ensure food security. There is
therefore no need for panicbuying of food asit only creates distortions and artificial scarcities

within the food supply sector.

| am thankful forthe excellent co-operation | have been receiving from organized agricultureand for
theircommitmentto protectand supportfarmersand farm workers during this period.
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"All views or opinions expressed in this electronic message and its attachments are the view of the senderand do
not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the Western Cape Government (the WCG). No employee of the
WCG isentitled to conclude a binding contract on behalf of the WCG unless he/sheis an accounting officer of the
WCG, orhis or her authorised representative.

The information contained in thismessage and its attachments may be confidential or privileged andis for the use
of the named recipient only, except where the senderspecifically states otherwise.

If you are not the intended recipient you may not copy or deliv er thismessage to anyone."
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