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Sagtevrugtebedryf bekommerd oor gespanne Oos-Europese situasie

Die Suid-Afrikaanse sagtevrugtebedryfsorganisasie, Hortgro, hou die gespanne situasie in

Oos-Europa fyn dop.

Die bedryf neem kennis van die opskorting van finansi€le dienste (SWIFT), asook
weéreldwye ekonomiese sanksies wat teen Rusland ingestel is gegewe dat dit bepaalde

logistieke en betalings risiko’s vir die bedryf inhou.

Die sagtevrugtebedryf voer jaarliks ongeveer 5,5 miljoen kartonne vrugte na Rusland uit.
Veral die vitvoere van pere het die afgelope paar jaar merkbaar toegeneem en is tans
op risiko. Rusland het in die 2021-seisoen sowat 21% van Suid-Afrikaanse pere ontvang.
Steenvrugte het ook die afgelope paar jaar goed begin doen in die Russiese mark, met
pruim uitvoere (2022-sesioen jaar tot datum) wat 47% hoér (YTD) is in vergeleke met die

vorige seisoen.

Hortgro is veral bekommerd oor ‘n moontlike oorspoel effek op ander markte indien die
geoormerkte vrugte vir Rusland, wat 'n bepaalde spesifikasie vir die mark het, elders

absorbeer moet word.

Gegewe die wéreldwye stygings in produksie-insetkoste, logistiecke kostes en
internasionale druk op verskeping, die beskikbaarheid van vraghouers en die impak van
Covid-19, kon die oorlog in die Oekraiene nie op ‘n slegter tyd gekom het nie.

Die bedryf hoop dat diplomasie sal seévier.
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Deciduous fruit industry worried about ‘Eastern Europe situation’

The South African deciduous fruit industry organisation, Hortgro, is keeping a close eye on
the tense situation in Eastern Europe. The industry notes the suspension of financial services
(SWIFT), as well as global economic sanctions imposed against Russia given that it poses

logistical and payment risks to the industry.

The deciduous fruit industry exports about 5.5 million cartons of fruit to Russia annually. In
particular, the exports of pears have increased markedly in recent years and are currently
at risk. Russia received about 21% of South African pears in the 2021 season. Stone fruit has
also started to do well in the Russian market in recent years, with plum exports being 47%

higher (YTD) compared to the previous season.

Hortgro is particularly concerned about a possible rollover effect on markets other than
the earmarked fruit for Russia—that has particular specifications for that market—to be

absorbed elsewhere.

Given the global increases in production input costs, logistic costs and international
pressure on shipping, the availability of cargo containers and the impact of Covid-19, the
war in Ukraine could not have come at a worse time. The industry hopes that diplomacy

will prevail.

For more information, contact Anton Rabe — anton@hortgro.co.za

END


mailto:anton@hortgro.co.za

