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24 October 2025 

Press Release  

Agbiz Reframes the Narrative on South Africa’s Fruit Sector at 
Successful Western Cape Media Day 

Elsenburg, Western Cape – 23 October 2025: 

The Agricultural Business Chamber (Agbiz) successfully hosted its Western Cape Media Day 2025 at 

Percheron Hall, Elsenburg Agricultural Training Institute, under the theme “Reframing the Narrative on South 

Africa’s Fruit Sector.” 

The event brought together journalists, agribusiness leaders, and stakeholders to explore how South Africa’s 

fruit industry continues to drive economic growth, innovation, and sustainability, while strengthening its 

role in food security and rural development. 

Temba Msiza, Agbiz Digital Communications Manager, opened the programme by introducing Agbiz and 

outlining the theme of the day, which focused on reshaping perceptions of the fruit sector through proactive 

storytelling, innovation, and industry collaboration. 

The keynote address by Dr Boitshoko Ntshabele, CEO of the Citrus Growers Association of Southern Africa, 

highlighted the sector’s contribution to South Africa’s agricultural success and global competitiveness. Mecia 

Petersen, CEO of the South African Table Grape Industry, followed with a presentation on how fruit exports 

support local food security. 

Michael Esmeraldo, Managing Director of Netafim Southern & East Africa, discussed how water innovation 

and technology enable sustainable fruit production, while Wolfe Braude, Agbiz Fruit Manager, explored trade, 

logistics, and export opportunities within the fruit industry. Fhumulani Ratshitanga, CEO of Fruit South Africa, 

closed the formal presentations with an overview of the fruit value chain and its contribution to economic 

inclusion. 

A talk on fruit farming by Petru Du Plessis, Horticultural Advisor and Hortgro Stone producer council member, 

showcased fruit grading and handling, bridging the gap between field practices and market-ready products. 

The interactive panel discussion, “Realities, Regulations, and Resilience – How Agriculture Brings Safe Food 

to Our Tables,” featured Annelize Crosby, Dr Ilse Trautmann, Paula Bester, Roleen La Grange, and 

Kobus Hartman, who shared expert insights on food safety, crop protection, and the role of collaboration in 

building consumer trust. 

Agri-Hub Building C, 1st Floor, 477 Witherite Street, The Willows, Pretoria, South Africa, 0184 

Tel. +27 12 807 6686 | Fax. +27 12 807 5600 | admin@agbiz.co.za | www.agbiz.co.za   |  Vat nr. 4920204684 



  

  

EVERYTHING HAS BEEN DONE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF THIS INFORMATION, HOWEVER, AGBIZ TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE INCURRED DUE TO THE USAGE THEREOF. 
 2 

 

“This Media Day demonstrated how South Africa’s fruit industry continues to innovate and evolve, from 

technology and trade to sustainability and food systems,” said Wolfe Braude, Agbiz Fruit Manager. “It’s vital 

that we continue to tell these stories to ensure accurate representation of the sector’s impact.” 

View photos from the event: https://bit.ly/AgbizMediaDayWC2025 

Learn more and download all presentations: https://www.agbiz.co.za/document/open/amdwc2025-410 

Credit: Agbiz / Natalie Gabriels Photography 
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